resented. Most studies were published in 2002, although some are from the previous year. Each abstract (or group of abstracts with a similar theme) is followed by brief commentary from one of seven editors (all from the United States), sometimes with additional references.
With 145 contributors, 86 chapters and 1618 pages this is a big paediatric anaesthesia textbook in every sense of the word. Weighing in at 4.07 kg it is heavier than many of the patients whose care it is directed towards and is the heaviest and most expensive paediatric textbook published.
The editors Dr Bruno Bissonnette from The Hospital for Sick Children, Canada and Dr Bernard Dalens from Hôtel-Dieu University Hospital, France have gathered contributors from a greater number of countries than in any previous paediatric anaesthesia textbook and these contributors not only include many recognised experts in paediatric anaesthesia from around the world but also surgeons, paediatricians, cardiologists, radiologists, dentists and intensivists. The result is the most current, most diverse and multi-authored paediatric anaesthesia textbook available.
Does it work? I am pleased to report it does so, and splendidly. Since publication it has quickly become the standard reference textbook in most paediatric anaesthetic departments.
It covers the whole spectrum of paediatric anaes-thesia in depth. There are six sections covering paediatric development, pharmacology, anaesthetic management, monitoring and resuscitation. The section on surgical and anaesthetic considerations of procedures is particularly valuable and interesting with fifteen of the thirty chapters being written by surgeons. A section is devoted to the future of paediatric anaesthesia but somewhat suprisingly in such a large text there is no section or chapter on the history of paediatric anaesthesia.
Overall this is an excellent textbook and the best reference text on paediatric anaesthesia available. It is also very expensive which may preclude individual purchase but it should be purchased by all anaesthetic departments whose members anaesthetize children.
G This book introduces a large and complex area of anaesthesia in a very limited space. It is aimed at the training registrar and SHO without previous experience in the areas of cardiac, vascular and thoracic anaesthesia. It has the advantage of small size and reasonable cost. It is well written and has presented a large number of facts and practical advice in a concise and easy to read manner.
The three different specialties of cardiac, thoracic and vascular surgery are each approached with the same general format, covering the areas of preoperative assessment, general anaesthetic management for that type of surgery, management of specific surgical procedures and postoperative management. As well as general information on each subject, common problems, management plans and pitfalls are considered.
It is written from the perspective of current management in the United Kingdom but translates well to much of the practice in Australia.
The limitations placed by the need to cover such diverse topics in a book that is still easily portable mean that the depth and full breadth are necessarily limited. This is compensated for to some extent by the further reading lists at the end of each chapter, which are a good guide to papers on the some of the important areas covered.
This book fills a gap in the current textbooks between coverage of these areas by the large general anaesthetic texts and the more in-depth approach by texts that deal with each specific area of anaesthesia.
This book would be best used as an introductory text for the areas of cardiac, vascular and thoracic anaesthesia and would be useful pre-reading for any trainee before commencing work in these areas.
However, further reading about these topics would be required for the ANZCA second part exam to cover the required depth of knowledge.
J Yet another in a long series of English books crafted as an examination revision companion.
There is little doubt that practice exams, particularly under self-imposed exam conditions, are an important part of examination preparation. The closer the format and content of the practice exam to the real thing, the better, and to that end this book, although based on the FRCA exam, is well compiled.
The questions cover a broad spectrum of material and appear to steer away from nebulous and controversial issues (the bane of examinees).
Answers are succinct and reasonably comprehensive, with references to further reading, these being a mixture of texts and journal articles.
An index directs readers to topics covered within the book and therefore the book may also be used as a reference source.
In summary, this book does represent a useful "companion" for exam revision but in a competitive market and priced at $110, will require individual scrutiny.
B. HULLETT Princess Margaret Hospital, Perth, Western Australia
